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that was bodily and material; the " God
sitting above the lotus " signified that God
transcended both the mire and the intellect,
symbolised by the lotus, and was established
in Himself, being seated. If " sailing in a
ship/' His rule over the world was pictured.
And so on.1 On this use of symbols
Proclus remarks that "the Orphic method
aimed at revealing divine things by means
of symbols, a method common to all
writers of divine lore/'2

The Pythagorean School in Magna
Graecia was closed at the end of the sixth
century B.C., owing to the persecution of
the civil power, but other communities
existed, keeping up the sacred tradition.3
Mead states that Plato intellectualised it,
in order to protect it from an increasing
profanation, and the Eleusinian rites pre-
served some of its forms, having lost its
substance. The Neo-Platonists inherited
from Pythagoras and Plato, and their
works should be studied by those who
would realise something of the grandeur

r lamblichus, p.  285, et seq.

9 G. R. S. Mead.    Orpheus, p. 59.

3 Ibid, p. 30.